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As many of you know, 10.5 million acres of landAinzona were awarded almost 100 years ago by the
Federal government to the State of Arizona as anmefraising money for public schools and otherdfieiaries.
The revenues for education accrue from the sdeage of these Trust lands. About 9.3 million acessain to be
disposed of.

As you can see from the slow pace of dispositioa driginal model for the disposal of these larsdsaw com-
pletely outmoded and inefficient. The sale or leafdands takes years and many open space aréiaaldo wild-
life are being lost to development, since themoiprovision in the law that allows for conservati@here have
been many efforts to achieve reform of the systemeven after three years of work, an independemimittee of
various stakeholders failed to reach consensu®wit get the job done. No legislation has yeetch a vote of
the Arizona legislature.

Rather than deal with all of the marginal issuegasfous special interests, the initiative concemasnly the clas-
sification of the 690,000 acres of lands for comaon purposes. The initiative further requiresttstate and local
communities cooperate in planning and controllimg development of trust lands that are sold. Rindike initia-
tive protects and guarantees that classroom fundithipe improved through better management ofestaist
lands. Born of frustration and failure, a coalitiminstate conservation organizations has draftechédw Initiative
for the November 2006 ballot. It will achieve, Hgsed, the safeguard of approximately 690,000 at@#ical
open space. What would it mean to Yavapai County@u 1,800 acres on Badger “P” Mountain, 2,200sa0re
Glassford Hill, and over 54,000 acres among chdxead sections in the upper Big Chino Valley waoddpro-
tected from development. According to The Naturesgovancy, the Big Chino Valley is perhaps thedatgx-
panse of high quality unbroken grassland in a 30emiacre area in the southwest. It is host to ohtihe largest
herds of pronghorn in the world. The Big Chino aspplies about 80 percent of the surface flow atewin the
upper 24 miles of the Verde River.

There are three types of reserve status includéteimitiative. Permanent Reserve status woulteptdahe land
from development at once and any future uses setlands would have to be consistent with conservatur-
poses. The second classification is a ProvisioeaeRre. These lands would have to be purchasegblla
agency or non-profit organization at fair marketuesbut without the need to go to auction. The sacauld then
become part of a city, town, or development pldre final classification is an Educational Resetyeder this
classification, lands would be transferred to ursitiees for conservation or research purposes estricted per-
manently from commercial development. There artands in Yavapai County that have that classiforati

However, of the aforementioned 1,800 acres of Balftgaintain, 1,406 acres would be transferred uidema-
nent Reserve to a political subdivision withouttcagkewise, of the 2,200 acres on Glassford 4 acres
would also receive that same treatment. The res5lacres, would have to be purchased by eitlescBtt or
Prescott Valley. There is, however, a generouda time within which that could be accomplished.

What is the chance of this initiative getting vod@proval? Consider this. There must be at lea&008 valid sig-
natures on the petitions by next July to receiy@ayal for the ballot. The initiative has only begrculating for
about 3 month. Yet over 100,000 signatures areadyreecorded. That might be a clue to the intexedtlikeli-
hood of passage.

Many of your friends and neighbors are already iwea in circulating petitions and soliciting sigoe¢s. Want to
join this important effort? To find out more, chemlt the following websites:
www.sonoran.org/programs/state_trust_lands/indexohor www.aztrustlands.com/maps/places.htRinally,
give me a call a928-445-6678f you have questions or want to find out wherd how to become a petitioner.

Ron Smith
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